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We have set ourselves the challenge of capturing the message of 

the Bible in just 20 sermons.  We are under no illusion are we?  

We know we will miss a great deal of the detail.   

As a child I remember listening to the radio broadcasts of J Vernon 

McGee who taught his way “thru the bible” in 5 years – not 5 years 

of Sunday sermons but 5 years of daily radio broadcasts.  You can 

download his entire journey from the internet and it amounts to 

433 hours 47 minutes – and even McGee missed a lot of the detail 

in what he was presenting – so you can be sure that we will barely 

skip the surface in the 10 hours or so that we are taking over it. 

We are not even attempting to capture the detail – what we are 

trying to do is create a “stick-figure cartoon” so that you can 

hopefully hold in your mind the contextual framework for all your 

future reading and study of the Bible.   

This is not an arbitrary collection of stories.  This is a marvellously 

constructed work of literature and it deserves at least the same 

respect and rational study as any other great work of literature – 

but of course it deserves much more than that because this book 

unlike any other reveals to us the heart of God. 

It is not a magic book.  It does not contain spells – you know … 

like a spell for driving away doubts – or a spell for curing guilt … 

nor is it intended to be read ad hoc.   

I remember back in 1999 when everyone rushed to buy the book 

20
th
 Century an illustrated history …  It was a great thick book 

and it sat on coffee tables across the nation for years afterwards – 

and nobody ever read it from the beginning to the end, instead we 

all looked for those big events that we remembered or had heard 

about and enjoyed them in isolation from the rest of the history that 

had either led up to them or followed on from them.  We all know 

that we cannot properly understand history if all we do is lift 

interesting stories out of context – but most of us don’t really care 

about understanding history, we are just interested in the stories.   
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I have been fascinated recently by the causal factors that have led 

to the recent global financial crisis – but it seems that there are so 

many tentacles of cause and responsibility reaching back over 

recent decades that there is no end to it.  To read only one part of 

that story and ignore all the other events that it relates to is like 

seeing only one strand in a complex spider’s web. 

You can read the Bible in the same way as most people read the 

20th Century illustrated history – you can dip in and out of it and 

probably find a lot in there that is of interest – but if you read it 

that way you will probably miss the point.  The bible is not a mere 

collection of interesting stories – in fact some of them are not 

interesting at all – the bible is a presentation of the plan of God, a 

plan that culminates in the resurrection and glorification of the Son 

of God.  And if you want to know and understand the plan of God 

rather than just be bewildered by things he says and does from time 

to time then you will want to know the contextual framework for 

the book. 

When Cleopas and, quite possibly, his wife met Jesus on their way 

to Emmaus on the day of his resurrection, they did not know the 

plan of God.  They knew Jesus.  They were assured of their destiny 

in Heaven.  They were distraught at what had happened to their 

Lord and they were bewildered by the events of that morning.  

There was no little verse that they could turn to that would solve 

their crisis.  Their world was falling apart around them and when 

that happens you need more than some nice thought in the 

morning. 

Jesus came alongside them but they were kept from recognising 

him.  And what did he say to them?: 

25  He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

 26  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then 

enter his glory?" 
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 27  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 

concerning himself. 

A nice thought – or a verse out of context would never deal with 

their distress.  Their only hope lay in understanding the plan of 

God laid out for them from ancient holy scripture. 

That is our goal over these 20 sermons. 

A few weeks ago I began by telling you that everything that exists 

does so because God spoke, in fact everything that exists is the 

communication of God and therefore is fulfilled to the extent that it 

declares God. 

Then Jackie told us how God called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to 

take their part in His mission to  'Go and be My blessing to all 

nations.' 

Then Greg gave us a fascinating insight of how that looked in the 

life of Joseph – he had no control of the events in his life but he let 

God be God and his influence spread through the entire nation of 

Egypt. 

Then David last week told us how God delivered the Hebrew 

slaves from Egypt;  He Redeemed them and equipped Moses to 

lead them out in order that they may worship Him. 

You can’t have missed the fact that the first sermon compressed 

thousands of years of human history into 30 minutes while the next 

3 sermons together only covered a few generations of one family.  

The Bible record is like that.   

Not all history is equally important in the plan of God.  He has 

acted through specific people at specific times in history to bring 

his plan into reality – and those are the people and times that get 

detailed attention.  But you need to put the effort in to 

understanding where those people and events came from – what 
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came before in God’s plan and how did we get from the previous 

step to this one. 

This week is the second half of what David started last week.   

Most of the events of the next 5 books of the Bible fit into a period 

of less than 100 years.  David left off last week with the embryonic 

nation of slaves in the desert starting their trek to discover God and 

to discover his purpose for them. 

Do you remember how he emphasised that the purpose for which 

God rescued Israel from under the hand of Pharaoh was that they 

might worship him.   

That trek involved the following: 

•••• Miraculous provision of food and water in the desert 

•••• An epic and dramatic presentation of God’s law to the nation 

•••• Supernatural military victories over more powerful enemies 

•••• Construction of a ceremonial system of worship 

•••• Rebellion 

•••• 40 years living as nomads in the desert 

•••• A new generation under a new leader conquering Canaan 

We haven’t time to cover the detail in this but let’s read together 

how God stated his intention to Israel through Moses: 

Deuteronomy  12 

 1. These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to 

follow in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

has given you to possess--as long as you live in the land. 

 2  Destroy completely all the places on the high mountains 

and on the hills and under every spreading tree where the 

nations you are dispossessing worship their gods. 

 3  Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and 

burn their Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the idols of 

their gods and wipe out their names from those places. 

 4  You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. 
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 5. But you are to seek the place the LORD your God will 

choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there 

for his dwelling. To that place you must go; 

 6  there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes 

and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your 

freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and 

flocks. 

 7  There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and 

your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you 

have put your hand to, because the LORD your God has 

blessed you. 

 8  You are not to do as we do here today, everyone as he sees 

fit, 

 9  since you have not yet reached the resting place and the 

inheritance the LORD your God is giving you. 

 10  But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the 

LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and he 

will give you rest from all your enemies around you so that 

you will live in safety. 

 11  Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a 

dwelling for his Name--there you are to bring everything I 

command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your 

tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you 

have vowed to the LORD. 

 12  And there rejoice before the LORD your God, you, your 

sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, 

and the Levites from your towns, who have no allotment or 

inheritance of their own. 
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 Can you see the purpose of God declared so clearly for us in these 

words? 

His purpose with Israel was not to create parliamentary democracy 

– however important we might think that to be.  His purpose was 

not to create a nation that was “the land of the free and the home of 

the brave”.  His purpose was to receive the worship and 

thanksgiving of his people. 

We’ll come back to that later – but first let’s take a look at that first 

verse we read: 

1. These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to 

follow in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

has given you to possess … 

We think we understand all about laws.  Don’t walk on the grass.  

Don’t smoke in public places.  Don’t drive faster than 70.  And the 

reason we have these laws is very simple – it is because our 

government doesn’t want us smoking in public places, doesn’t 

want us driving faster than 70, and actually doesn’t want us doing 

a thousand and one other things that they have legislated against. 

That is our common understanding of laws – they are the 

mechanism by which those who are in charge of society ensure the 

correct behaviour of everyone within that society.  Certainly there 

is no doubt that is exactly the understanding of our government 

and so we have applied this understanding of laws when reading 

about the purpose of God with Israel when he gave them these 

decrees and laws.  These must be the tools by which God made 

Israel righteous.  And if that is so then those same tools must be 

used today to make us righteous. 

It all seems very logical – but it is dangerous to apply human logic 

to God’s purposes. 
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Paul wrote the following: 

Rom 3:20  Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in his sight 

by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious 

of sin. 

I know we have already covered this ground recently but it bears 

repeating – what did Paul mean by this? 

Rom 5:20  The law was added so that the trespass might increase. 

But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 

In other words the purpose of the law was to create an awareness 

of sin – and actually to create the very implementation of sin.  Sin 

as an abstract concept is difficult to argue.  You may tell me that in 

my heart is the potential to commit murder and I may even agree – 

as a theoretical consideration – but I will never deal with that 

horrific potential – it will never drive me to my knees before God 

in shame and repentance and abject sorrow seeking his grace so 

long as it remains only a hypothetical possibility.  I am much more 

likely to say like the Pharisee in Jesus’ story – God I thank you that 

I am not like other men …  It is only when that hypothetical 

possibility becomes a terrible reality in my life that I am driven to 

seek out the grace of God. 

Paul uses a much more everyday illustration of this to make the 

point when he wrote: 

Rom 7:7. What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly 

not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except 

through the law. For I would not have known what coveting 

really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet." 

 8  But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 

commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous 

desire. For apart from law, sin is dead. 

 9  Once I was alive apart from law; but when the 

commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 
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 10  I found that the very commandment that was intended to 

bring life actually brought death. 

 11  For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 

commandment, deceived me, and through the 

commandment put me to death. 

 12  So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 

righteous and good. 

 13  Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no 

means! But in order that sin might be recognised as sin, it 

produced death in me through what was good, so that 

through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 

Do you see now the purpose of God’s law.  Never was it intended 

to make a person righteous – it was intended to make people guilty 

– so that they would turn to God for his grace. 

Now read carefully Paul’s somewhat cheeky footnote on this –  

Rom 6:1. What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning, so that 

grace may increase? 

The answer is a resounding no – by no means.  That misses the 

point.  God wants us to want to be righteous – but he intends for us 

to fail and therefore utterly depend on him. 

Please read again Galatians 3 after the service today.  I just want to 

draw your attention to one short quotation from it now: 

16  The promises were spoken to Abraham … 

 17  The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the 

covenant previously established by God and thus do away 

with the promise. 

 18  For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no 

longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it 

to Abraham through a promise. 
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I want to move on to talk about the inheritance – which Paul says 

here was given to Abraham long before the law was given – but 

one final comment on the law from this chapter: 

21  Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 

Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could 

impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come 

by the law. 

 22  But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a 

prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given 

through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who 

believe. 

 23  Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the 

law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 

 24  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we 

might be justified by faith. 

Brothers and sisters I appeal to you not to use human logic to 

understand God’s purposes.  It might seem logical to assume that 

God gave laws to Israel to make them righteous and that therefore 

we too ought to be bound by some set of rules to make us 

righteous.  But that is so far wrong it is in complete opposition to 

the truth.  Rules don’t prevent us from wrongdoing, they make us 

do wrong – only Christ can make us righteous when we yield 

control of our lives to him. 

That was God’s ultimate purpose!  That every knee should bow 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

But what of this inheritance?  This land to which Israel were 

brought?  Could they not have found God just as well as slaves in 

Egypt?  If God has an eternal purpose then why not just suffer on 

in slavery now and look forward to his eternal kingdom? 

But remember what Jackie taught us – of the call of God on Abram 

– God’s purpose extended far beyond Israel – indeed Israel had the 
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privilege of being the means by which God would reach the rest of 

the world. 

And so their inheritance – the land into which God would bring 

them – was not primarily a place of rest.  It was absolutely that – it 

was a place to call home, a place of security from their enemies, a 

fertile place rich in natural resources – when God calls us into his 

service the perks are great!  But primarily their inheritance was the 

means by which God could establish a place on Earth where he 

would establish his name. 

Mount Zion in Jerusalem became known throughout the world as 

the place to come to meet the God of Israel.  Why did God do that?  

He made himself accessible in his undiluted glory to all men.  You 

are accustomed to having access to God at all times and in all 

places – you don’t need to come to a specific place – but that is for 

two very important reasons: (a) your understanding of God is 

defined by Jesus – he has revealed God to the world (b) you can 

relate to God because the death of Christ now means that God’s 

spirit can live in you and not merely some mountain in Israel. 

Apart from Mount Zion, people would have been left to their own 

imagination to understand God, and out of that would have come 

all kinds of distortions.  God made himself accessible in all his 

glory for all nations of the world. 

And so we come back to the purpose of God … his purpose to 

receive the worship of his people.  This is not an egomaniac who 

needs continually to be flattered by nice words.  This is the 

almighty one whose voice and message gave form to you and me.  

There is nothing – absolutely nothing – that brings you and me 

completeness in our souls other than a declaration of the Glory of 

God.  That is why we exist. 

 


